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But the "Llquidatorist^scmn" raised a furious howl abroad. In a letter
to his relatives Lenin wrote: "There is such bickering and mud-slinging
going on in our crowd as there has not been for a long time, if ever. All
the groups and sub-groups have combined against the last conference and its
organizers, so much so that at the meetings here they actually came
to blows/** The coteries abroad appealed for aid to the Second In-
ternational. Trotsky published in Vorzcarts^ the organ of the German
Social-Democratic Party, an anonymous lampoon against the Prague Con-
ference. But Lenin gave a stem rebuff to all these despicable attacks. He
sent a letter of protest to the International Socialist Bureau. He also wrote
an article entitled "The Anonymous Writer in Vorwdrts and* the State of
Affairs in the R.3.D.LJFV' in which he described the disruptive activities of
these coteries abroad and showed that they had no contacts whatever with
Party organizations in Russia. Vorwdrts refused to publish this article^ and
so Lenin published it in pamphlet form in German and sent copies of it to
six hundred addresses of newspapers^ officials., local committees, libraries
and other organizations connected with the German Social-Democratic
Party.

Generally speaking, however, Lenin was not much perturbed by the
hullabaloo raised by these "generals without armies.55 The Bolsheviks
had definitely won the Party organizations in Russia,, and the Prague Con-
ference had served to unite them more strongly than ever. Lenin's thoughts
were then taken up with something entirely different. For several years the
Bolsheviks, under Lenin's leadership, had been retreating, but retreating in
an organized manner,, in perfect order., thrusting aside all those who attempted
to sow panic and convert this retreat into a flight and capitulation, or to lure
the Party into political adventures. But now there were ever-growing signs
of a revival of revolutionary temper among the masses of the workers in
Russia, of the imminence of a turn in the revolutionary tide, which Lenin
had predicted, and of which he was absolutely convinced. It was necessary
to be fully equipped for this change, to consolidate the results of the Prague
Conference, and to develop the Party's activities in conformity with its
decisions.

To do this it was first of all necessary to organize the work of the Bureau
of the Central Committee in Russia and to expedite the publication there of a
daily Bolshevik newspaper. Lenin instructed Orjonikidze to go to Russia
to make arrangements for this. The Prague Conference had elected Stalin,
then in exile in Vologda, to the Central" Committee, and on Lenin's proposal
he was placed at the head of the Bureau of the Central Committee in Russia.
OrjoaiMdze went straight to Vologda to inform Stalin about the decisions of
the conference. Later, he wrote to Lenin: "I have been to see Ivanovich
[Stalin], and have arranged everything with form. He was very pleased to
hear how things" have turned out. The news made a splendid impression
upon him.9***

On February 29, 1912, Stalin escaped from his place of exile and set to
work energetically to carry out the decisions of the conference. In con-
formity with Lenin's instructions, he took the initiative in arranging for the
publication of a legal Bolshevik newspaper, which was called Prawda (Tnrfft).
May 5 saw the appearance of the first issue ofPraoda* which was prepared for
the press under Stalin's direction. Two days later Stalin was arrested.

* Lenin. Letters to Relatives, Russ. ed,s p. 377.
** The Period of the "Zvezda" and "Prw&t' (1911-14), Russ. ed,f Fart HI, p. 233